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THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

HON. GERALD B.H. SOLOMON
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 1995

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, each day of
session, we begin the proceedings with the
Pledge of Allegiance. We recite the words by
heart, as we have since we were children
starting each school day with that same motto.
But how often do we really consider the words
contained in the pledge?

Mr. Speaker, I would like to submit to the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD an anecdote from co-
median Red Skelton, who reminisces about
the day his favorite teacher gave true meaning
to the Pledge of Allegiance. It is a thought-pro-
voking story, which will hopefully cause each
of us to ponder what the pledge really means
to us:

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(By Red Skelton)

I remember this one teacher. To me, he
was the greatest teacher, a real sage of my
time. He has such wisdom. We were all recit-
ing the Pledge of Allegiance, and he walked
over. Mr. Lasswell was his name. He said:

‘‘I’ve been listening to you boys and girls
recite the Pledge of Allegiance all semester
and it seems as though it is becoming mo-
notonous to you. If I may, may I recite it
and try to explain to you the meaning of
each word:

I—me, an individual, a committee of one.
Pledge—dedicate all of my worldly goods

to give without self-pity.
Allegiance—my love and my devotion.
To the Flag—our standard, Old Glory, a

symbol of freedom. Wherever she waves,
there is respect because your loyalty has
given her a dignity that shouts freedom is
everybody’s job.

Of the United—that means that we have all
come together.

States—individual communities that have
united into 50 great states. 50 individual
communities with pride and dignity and pur-
pose, all divided with imaginary boundaries,
yet united to a common purpose, and that’s
love for country.

Of America.
And to the Republic—a state in which sov-

ereign power is invested in representatives
chosen by the people to govern. And govern-
ment is the people and it’s from the people
to the leaders, not from the leaders to the
people.

For which it stands.
One Nation—meaning, so blessed by God.
Indivisible—incapable of being divided.
With liberty—which is freedom and the

right of power to live one’s own life without
threats or fear or some sort of retaliation.

And justice—The principle or quality of
dealing fairly with others.

For all—which means it’s as much your
country as it is mine.’’

Since I was a small boy, four states have
been added to our country and two words
have been added to the Pledge of Alle-
giance—‘‘under God.’’

Wouldn’t it be a pity if someone said,
‘‘That’s a prayer’’ and that would be elimi-
nated from schools, too!

A SPECIAL SALUTE TO SHANITA
SHERRIE TARTT, OUTSTANDING
SCHOOL STUDENT

HON. LOUIS STOKES
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 1995

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
salute Shanita Sherrie Tartt, an outstanding
student from my congressional district who at-
tends the Cleveland School of the Arts. Mr.
Anthony Vitanza serves as principal for this in-
stitution. Shanita, who is an eighth grade stu-
dent, was recently selected as Student of the
Month. She is certainly deserving of this spe-
cial honor.

Shanita has been an honor student for the
past nine years. Currently, she maintains a 3.8
grade point average at the School of the Arts.
In addition, Shanita was recently chosen by
the Ohio Interscholastic Writing League as the
recipient of the Donald Baker Memorial Award
for Promising Talent in the Cleveland Public
Schools. The award is presented each year to
a young writer from the Greater Cleveland
area. Shanita achieved the highest score of
any participant from the public school system.

In addition to her academic and writing pur-
suits, Shanita is also an inspiring young ac-
tress. She was awarded the Actress of the
year Award in 1992, 1993, and 1994. Her as-
sociations include the Cleveland Playhouse,
the Dance Studio, Karamu Performance Thea-
tre, and the Cleveland Heights Youth Theatre.
Other talents include playing the violin, both
tap and ballet dancing, and martial arts.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to salute Shanita
Sherrie Tartt for her academic excellence. She
is an outstanding student and a bright star of
tomorrow. I also take this opportunity to com-
mend School of the arts principal, Anthony
Vitanza, for his strong leadership and commit-
ment. I ask that my colleagues join me in ex-
tending our congratulations to Shanita Tartt.
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TRIBUTE TO FORMER STATE
REPRESENTATIVE SIDNEY PAULY

HON. JIM RAMSTAD
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 1995

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to former State Representative Sid-
ney Pauly of Eden Prairie, MN, in our Third
Congressional District.

On Thursday, Representative Pauly will be
a deserving honoree at a reception citing her
highly productive decades of service to her
community.

Sidney Pauly served the residents of Eden
Prairie and Edina responsively and effectively
in the Minnesota Legislature and before that
on the Eden Prairie City Council. Extremely
dedicated, Sidney’s commitment to solid public
policy and helping people in need has been
exemplary.

Her public service to her Nation included
going overseas when her husband Roger, as
a member of the Armed Forces, was stationed
in Germany. Roger and Sidney had their first
two children there.

Despite her hectic schedule as the mother
of four, Sidney plunged into her role as a com-
munity leader upon her return to the United
States in the then-small community of Eden
Prairie, where her family still resides. Sidney
started her legendary term of public service
with the local PTA as treasurer. The breadth
and scope of Sidney’s public leadership grew
with her community, which today is a bustling
community of more than 40,000.

Sidney Pauly’s reputation as a leader of in-
tegrity and effectiveness grew from the con-
fines of Eden Prairie across the Twin Cities
metro area and to the borders of Minnesota
and beyond. As a member of the Eden Prairie
City Council from 1970 until 1982, residents
always knew they could find a willing and at-
tentive listener and get their questions and
concerns answered about city services and
policies.

Then as a member of the Minnesota Legis-
lature, serving both Eden Prairie and neigh-
boring Edina for a dozen more years, Sidney
became a leader of statewide repute. Her
careful scrutiny of State government, incisive
questioning, and inspirational speaking style
won her the respect of legislative leaders on
both sides of the aisle. Her expertise in trans-
portation policy, fiscal matters, innovative ap-
proaches to education, pioneering environ-
mental laws, and ethics reform earned her
plaudits in Minnesota and around the Nation.

But most of all, Sidney Pauly listened to her
constituents and put their priorities on the top
of her agenda. She would be the first to tell
you she is proudest of that accomplishment.

Sidney Pauly represents the best in public
service, and all our Nation’s governments
could use more of her kind. She established
an uncompromising standard of public service,
one all elected representatives of the people
should do their utmost to emulate.

As she seeks new frontiers of public service
in the years ahead, our area, State, and Na-
tion offer our heartfelt gratitude and sincerest
appreciation.
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A BILL TO AMEND THE INTERNAL
REVENUE CODE OF 1986 TO ES-
TABLISH FOR CERTAIN EMPLOY-
EES OF INTERNATIONAL ORGA-
NIZATIONS A LIMITED ESTATE
TAX CREDIT EQUIVALENT TO
THE MARITAL DEDUCTION AND
A PRO RATA UNIFIED CREDIT

HON. AMO HOUGHTON
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 1995

Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, I am joined
today by my colleague, Mr. GIBBONS, in intro-
ducing legislation to address a problem that
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